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Three leading universities  
in their own fields became  
Aalto University in 2010 

Helsinki School of Economics (HSE) 
University of Art and Design Helsinki (TaiK) 
Helsinki University of Technology (TKK) 

The Aalto University 
community: 

80,000 alumni, 
20,000 students, 

5,000 staff members, 
350 professors 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The number of staff members has been indicated as man-years. 

The annual budget of the University is approximately EUR 400 million (2011)

The founding universities are the best in Finland in their own fields.

Helsinki School of Economics in 2009
 3,560 students
 58 professors� 
Helsinki University of Technology in 2009
  14,975 students
 219 professors

University of Art and Design Helsinki in 2009
 1,944 students
 40 professors

(Images: Aalto University archives; Juha Juvonen)



Science, art,  
business and technology 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each school has a Dean and an Academic Committee.
The Helsinki University of Technology was divided into four technical  schools on 1 January 2011.

(Images: Aalto University Communications; Juha Juvonen)




Three libraries 
merged as well 
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Aalto University 
Digital Library 



Library ≤ Learning Center 



Learning Center planning process:  
combining top-down and bottom-up. 
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Aalto University Community 

Aalto University Library 

Learning 
Hubs 

Service 
Design 
Project 

Learning 
Center 
Beta 

Testing  

Aalto University Vision and Strategy 
 

Learning Center Planning 



Learning Center Network is developed 
using modern product design methods 

1. Lean prototyping at the Learning Hubs 
2. New service concept for the Aalto’s 

Library building 
3. Beta testing with the Learning Center 

beta version 
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1. 
Our Learning 

Hub projects are 
energizing the 

Aalto University 
community. 

2012 - present 
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2. 
New service 
concept will 
change the 

Otaniemi 
campus library. 

Autumn 2013 
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3. 
Learning Center 

beta testing 
will test-drive 

the new service 
concepts. 

  
2015-2016 



Learning Hub: 
Case “Greenhouse” 



Learning Hub Greenhouse (SCI) 
 
From unclaimed space to a lively co-
working area in 5 months 
 
Location: SCI, Konemiehentie 2, 02150 Espoo 
Area: 500  m2 

Budget: 15 000 € 
Timeline: built during September 2012 - February 
2013, running 

 
• Organized by a supervised student team. 
• Designed based on data collected from students 

and staff. 
• Partly built by the final users. 
• Communicated through social media. 
• Collaborates with other Aalto projects (Aalto 

Window) and outside partners (Sodexo). 
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Learning Hub Greenhouse (SCI) 
Development Process 

Find Space Recruite Student Team Involve Locals in 
Planning Design 

Communicate the 
Process 

 Involve Locals in 
Construction Celebrate Opening Observe, Learn and 

Improve 

Involving the final users at all stages is the key element to success.  
Development process is never finished.  
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Learning Hub Greenhouse (SCI)  
 

The number of 
visitors at the 
Computer Science 
Library has grown 
more than 100% 
after it was converted 
into a Learning Hub. 
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10062 

18434 

40842 

Visitors

2011 2012 2013



Aalto University 
Learning Center 

Valeria Gryada 
Designer 
Aalto University Library 
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Old Library Spaces 
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Old Library Spaces and  
New Learning Center Spaces 
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Learning Center 
Network 



Together, Learning Center and Learning 
Hubs form the Learning Center Network 

Learning Center Network: 

• offers a range of low-
barrier access points to 
Aalto University, its 
services and community;  

• showcases what Aalto 
university is;  

• and provides a flexible 
learning environment.  

Aalto Learning Interface / Hub-thinking 
Vision from 2011 
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Otaniemi, Espoo 

Töölö, , Helsinki 

Living Room 

Hideout + Learning Center 

Sundeck 

Arabia, Helsinki 

Greenhouse 

ADD Cafe 

A” Design Factory 
 

A” Media Factory 

Urban Mill 

A” Service Factory 

  Rooftop 

Gentti 

Puu 

A” Health Factory 

A” Student Hub 
Learning Center - beta 

Aalto Hub Töölö 

Tokyo Lounge 

Learning Center Network 
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Energy Garage 

Aaltonaut Hub + ECON Hub 



Learning Center Network is a living 
organism.  

4000 m2 
and growing 
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Aalto University Learning Center  
is co-created with our community. 

Learning together 
makes us best in 
the world! 
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