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Recent college libraries (1)

St John’s College

Downing College



Recent college libraries (2)

Trinity Hall College Lucy Cavendish College
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Recent college libraries (3)



Further college library developments

• Pembroke College
• Peterhouse
• Corpus Christi College
• Newnham College



Renovation and extension:
challenges

• Sensitive contexts
• Listed buildings
• Confined sites
• Valuable land



Pembroke College Library



Pembroke: extension

Freeland Rees Roberts Architects



Pembroke: extension interior



Law Library

Yamada Room



Pembroke: refurbished Old Library



Pembroke: conversion of lower floor



Peterhouse: aerial view



Peterhouse: the Ward Library



From storeroom

to Library
extension



The Gunn Gallery



Junction of library and extension



Peterhouse: challenges

• Listed building –
items retained or 
matched

• Space considerations –
space-making devices

• Difficult site



Peterhouse: details

Freeland Rees Roberts Architects



Corpus Christi College

Butler Library, 1920s layout



The Butler Library 
today



Corpus Christi: bank building



Bank
interior



Corpus Christi: from yard to court

Library Court



Corpus Christi: building site



Corpus Christi: The Taylor Library

Wright and Wright Architects



Newnham College: Yates Thompson
Library



Newnham College: challenges

• Sensitive site
• Adjacent listed library 

building and modern 
rare books library to 
be linked

• Constricted site
• Library moved for 

duration of building 
work



Newnham: East elevation

College buildings                   Library extension   Rare books room







Junction of Library and extension







John Miller + Partners



Transparency



Newnham Group study room



Newnham: internal window
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