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Francesco Petrarca



He did not discover it [classical 
literature] in the sense in which 
Columbus discovered America, or 
Schliemann Troy. The books were 
there, in libraries, and still readable. But 
they were in the same position as out-
of-print works nowadays, of which 
only one or two copies exist, in 
basements or forgotten dumps. Hardly 
anyone knew they were there; no one 
read them; and they were not part of 
the stream of culture.



What Petrarch did was to 
find them by personal 
search, to publish them by 
copying them and 
encouraging others to 
make copies, and to 
popularize them by 
discussing them with his 
friends.“ (Highet, p. 83)



"With the help of these letters he 
plunged into an exhaustive study 
of the many-sided character of 
Cicero, admirable as an artist, 
stimulating as a thinker, lovable 
as a man: the character which 
through Petrarch became one of 
the forces that formed the 
Renaissance ideal of humanism" 
(Highet, ibid.)





"When readers see concepts in your 
title turn up in the body of your paper, 
especially in your main claim, they will 
feel that the text has met their 
expectations" 
(Booth, Colomb and Williams, The 
Craft of Research, 1995/2003, p. 219).









Early European Books
- printed sources to 1700. Collection 1

http://eeb.chadwyck.com/

http://eeb.chadwyck.com/




Offers a 
comprehensive survey
of the Royal Library's
holdings of items 
listed in Lauritz 
Nielsen's Dansk 
Bibliografi 1482–1600. 



Lauritz Nielsen:  Dansk Bibliografi

1st  ed. 1919-1933
vol. 1 : 1483-1500. - 1919 
vol. 2 : 1551-1600. - 1931-1933 
vol. 3 : - - Registre. – 1935

2d ed.  1996, DLS & The Royal Library
vol 1 : 1482-1550 : nr. 1-298 
vol. 2 [1] : 1551-1600 A-J : nr. 299-994. 
vol. 2, [2] : 1551-1600 K-Ø : nr. 995-1672. 
vol. 3 : Supplements : LN 1-1672 with new 
informations and new added titles/ by Erik Dal 
vol. 4 : Indices / byErik Dal 



”Lauritz Nielsen”













































Links in the online catalogue





Reviews



Review by Cheryl LaGuardia in 
Library Journal

“Astonishing, taken as a whole: content, features, 
ease of use, overall quality. Astonishing”.

BOTTOM LINE: ”How do you rate a product that 
brings the contents of the great libraries of Europe to 
your desktop with this kind of precision, quality, and 
attention to detail? You give it a ten! When 
completed, EEB is going to fulfill the dreams of 
scholars around the world. A natural complement to 
EEBO, this is essential for every library supporting 
scholarly humanities research”
Cheryl LaGuardia, Library Journal, E-review. 
04/01/2010



”It has changed my
life. I am so pleased
with it” 

Pil Dahlerup, professor emerita



DISADVANTAGES
- IF ANY



FREE IN DENMARK
AT A COST ELSEWHERE



The terms

”Clause d’exclusivité drastique”
Bruno Racine, Google et le nouveau monde, 2010, p. 113

• “The Comité set the maximum time of preferential use of 
material digitised in public-private partnerships at maximum 7 
years”

Comité des sages, The New Renaissance, p. 39



Disadvantages

• Free in Denmark. At a cost Elsewhere
• Metadata: The concept of marginal annotations
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Places of publication do not 
correspond to the ones in Lauritz 
Nielsen
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Disadvantages

• Free in Denmark. At a cost Elsewhere
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the ones in Lauritz Nielsen
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websites do
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Ponticus, Heraclides Ex Nicolai 
Damasceni universali historia seu
De moribus gentium libris excepta
Johannes Stobæi collectanea, quæ
Nicolaus Cragius latina fecit, & 
seorsum edidit [Genevae]: apud
Petrum Santandreanum, 1593 





Disadvantages

• Free in Denmark. At a cost Elsewhere
• Metadata: The concept of marginal annotations
• Metadata: Places of publication do not correspond to 

the ones in Lauritz Nielsen
• Does not let you enter the book in the way other

websites do
• Replaces the page numbering by the number of the 

images
• Does not include all LN numbers - and it is difficult

to find out which numbers are not included. EEB 
might overshadow LN numbers.





• LN numbers in all: 1672
• No copy survived: 27
• Not in the Royal Library: 181



LN numbers and Early European Books

In KB
87%

not in KB
11%

no copy 
survived

2%



No copy survived





Árni Magnússon
(1663 –1730)

KB. Danish Portraits, 
020721 

NKS 275d, 8°



LN copies in other libraries, in Scandinavia
• Karen Brahes Bibliotek
• Statsbiblioteket
• Rigsarkivet
• Ribe Katedralskoles Bibliotek
• Roskilde Stiftsbibliotek
• Odense, Bispearkivet
• Odense Katedralskoles Bibliotek
• Herning Museum
• Viborg, Landsarkivet
• Private owner, Hjortshøj
• Oslo Univ.bibl.
• Oslo Deichmann Bibl.
• Trondhjem Vidensk. Selsk. Bibl.
• Trondhjem Univ.Bibl. / Privateje
• Stavanger Kommunebibl.
• Bergen Univ.Bibl.



LN copies in other libraries
• Germany

• Augsburg, Staats- Kreis- u. Stadtbibl.
• Goslar, Marktkirchenbibliothek
• München Univ.Bibl.
• Halle Univ.Bibl.
• Wolfenbüttel, Herzog August-Bibl.
• Rostock Univ.Bibl.
• Berlin, Staatsbibl.
• Stuttgart Landesbibl.
• Marburg Staatsarchiv
• Lübeck Stadtbibl.
• UK:

• London, British Museum
• Oxford, Bodleian Libr.
• York, Minster Libr.
• Edinburgh, National Libr.



The cost

For the Royal Library, the cost of Proquest16 was
1,1 million Danish Crowns =148.000 euros
And Proquest 17  will cost 4 times that amount
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?



The language problem
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