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Manchester Metropolitan University





Library and Cultural Services



Why do we need 
a new library?



New Technologies

New ways of learning

Inclusive cultural spaces

Repositioning – a reimagined library service



A beacon for the university A gateway to the campus A landmark building



The existing 

library



IMAGES BEING SWAPPED OUT







The 

vision



Defining the brief

















Internal architecture





Connection and Home



Creative Library Landscape
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Modes of LearningModes of Learning





Public Ground Floor











Adaptive Transformation

Cuts to existing floor 

slabs

Day light and 

views





Living Library
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Section A-A

Long section - key cuts
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Communities in Dialogue



The City and Lookout



The Quiff



The Sky



Interiors
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Sky Rooms

The Quiff

The Lookout

The City Rooms

Sunset Rooms & Roof Terrace

Collections

Public



Vinyl

Ceilings

Walls

Floors

Metal mesh

Exposed concrete Painted plaster

Quartz Resin Flooring Reuse existing bricksEngineered Cork

Timber (feature spaces)

Timber Lining Gallery Feature WallSpecial Collection Feature Wall

General Strategy:

An intentionally neutral base palette uses timeless natural materials with an 

emphasis on achieving low embodied carbon where possible. This is complimented 

by more agile parts of the building, such as furniture to provide moments of colour 

offering more flexibility to the future evolution of the library over time.



Quieter / 

individual spaces

Louder / 

messy spaces

Facade Colours:

Strategic Section — bringing the colour from the facade inside & tweaking to suit the nuance of spaces

Sky Room

The Attic 

The Quiff 

The City Rooms

Sunset Rooms

Collections 

Public

Use of Colour within the Library

As part of the architecture competition for this project Hawkins\Brown have 

developed a palette of RAL colours to be used on the reveals of the circular 

windows. These colours were inspired by the immediate context of the 

urban setting; red sandstone, brick and metal cladding, local stonework 

and the park. A more muted palette has been developed out of this for 

internal application. The colours will be applied in different combinations 

principally in the loose furniture and fittings to develop different characters 

within

each major zone of the library. The use of colour on the furniture 

especially tabletops and legs will help to de-institutionalise the interior 

and create a home from home for students.
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