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Bodlelan Libraries

Founded 1602 by Sir
Thomas Bodley

Main Library of the
University

13m volumes, major
International research
collections

520 FTE staff

31 libraries in the
Bodleian system

Over 250k new books
added per annum

Budget c. £34m




Strategies

Long-term issue over growth space for physical
collections, and guality of storage for special
collections.

Urgent need to develop new research facilities
for new kinds of scholarship.

Urgent need to expand our abllity to engage with
the general public beyond the university.

Academic Strategy in 2008 developed integrated
estates plan

Investment from University and private donors
Need to stick to deadlines and budget!



Strategies for special collections

 Move low-use material to new off-site
storage, that has high-quality standards for
preservation.

 Modify space in central Oxford for three
purposes.
— Highest quality conditions for preservation
— New research facilities
— New facilities for engaging the general public.



The Quest for Space

Need for more space for collections:
— 3-5k new volumes added per week

Improve physical storage conditions (BS: 5454)

Rationalise estate:
— Integration of Faculty and Departmental libraries

‘Temporary’ storage in salt mines in Cheshire,
by Dec 2010 over 2.4 million items (costly).

Goal to bring all external storage under one roof

Decant space for New Bodleian project (c. 4m
vols)









Bodlelan Book Storage Facility




Bodlelan Book Storage Facility

28 miles from Oxford

Net area: 11,800 sq metres (footprint=1.6
football pitches)

Four fire-rated compartments, with 31
aisles containing 3,224 bays with 95,000
shelf levels (surface area= 120.6k sq
metres)

Racking = 12 metres high
Steelwork: 651 tonnes, 17k bolts



Bodlelan Book Storage Facility

Capacity = 247k linear metres (153.5
miles), or 8.5m volumes

Plus 1.2m maps in 600 map chests

Build project began in April 2009,
completed 4 September 2010.

Over 40 staff trained for the Ingest process
Began Ingest on 1 November 2010

Currently have 7, 200,000 volumes in the
BSF
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Inventory Control (Barcoding)

Essential for operation of the BSF

Begun March 2010

Over 7 million items barcoded to date

Barcoded average 11k per day (circa 400m per day).

Over 43,000 items have been catalogued that were not
previously catalogued.

2,500 missing books have been found
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Bodlelan Book Storage Facility

Ingested circa 30-40,000 per day

Currently returning average 800-1,500
volumes per day for readers, through 2
van runs per day.

Peak In Hilary Term 2012 of over 2,200
per day.

11,600 boxes of printed ephemera.
6,700 Im of archives and manuscripts
11,300 Im of rare books
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New Bodleian building

 Preservation
problems

— Good practice (BS:

5454)
— Audit & Scrutiny
— National Archives
— Recent thefts

e Solutions

— Fire protection:
compartmentation,
new structure, fire
detection and
suppression systems

e Climate control
— New plant, BMS

o Security
— CCTV, Access control
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36 Design and Planning: Improving Efficiency of Storage
Systems and Bookstacks
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Design and Planning: Working with Existing Internal Fabric









Research facilities

 Research facilities e Solutions

— Reading room space — New reading room

— Seminar & group study suites
rooms — Four seminar rooms

— Need for lecture and — Flexible auditorium
presentation space — Visiting Scholars

— Integrate research Centre/Conservation
centre activities: Centre
engage researchers — Digital Media Centre

deeply in work of
special collections

— Digital scholarship






Public engagement

Small inflexible * Triple the exhibitions
exhibition room space

No space for lectures « New auditorium

No flexibility for * Flexible spaces In
schools, Blackwell Hall
performances, etc « Ability to adjust visitor

Congestion in the Old flows

Library « Shop, café, corporate
Income opportunities hire
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From New Bodlelan to Weston
Library

o Essential refurbishment
— Fire safety
— Preservation environment
— New research facilities
— New facilities for public engagement

 Relocate collections and staff, 2010-11

 Hand-over to Main Contractor, 1 August
2011
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WORK IN PROGRESS
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Weston Library Schedule

Project conceived 2005
Architect chosen: August 2006
Planning submission submitted Jan 2010

Planning permission granted May 2010

Enabling Works (MDX, and electrical infrastructure
works) Summer 2010

Demolition Started August 2011

Main Works Start July 2012

Fit out Start August 2013

Completion August 2014
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Weston Library

Total cost: £80.4 m

Collections: c. 40 km os shelving for rare
books, manuscripts, archives, music,
ephemera, maps

4 reading rooms: 320 seats
Auditorium: 120 seats

4 Seminar rooms

35 study carrells
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