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This paper will attempt to set the scene for the seminar by considering higher
education developments and their impact on the experience of students and
researchers. The implications for the design of library space will be identified
to help with the planning of different types of projects: new buildings,
extensions and the refurbishment and reconfiguration of existing space.
Library space remains a top concern of library directors, who have to respond
to increasing demand for accommodation for printed materials, workstations
and study seats. Student demand for library provision is also increasing,
driven by the growth in numbers of people attending universities, and course
requirements for students to use information resources and work in groups.
This brings the challenge of accommodating a variety of activities with
conflicting requirements (such as noisy and quiet study areas). There is also
a trend towards integrating a wider range of support to students, which needs
to be accommodated in more flexible buildings.
Electronic information resources have had a major impact on the work
patterns of researchers and their use of library provision and space. New
collaborative frameworks have also been developed, such as the Research
Information Network in the UK, which should improve access to library
collections and digital information. A number of new buildings have been
designed to encourage collaboration between researchers which provide
some signals for the delivery of information services and the design of library
space to support research activities.
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