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In 1858 the Czech Savings Bank acquired land which was then at the edge of Prague. The
construction of the Chain Bridge and the Embankment, however, the site of an old brick
factory became a broad avenue, and the architect Ignác Ullmann, the leading proponent of the
Neo Renaissance style in Bohemia, was awarded the contract for the design of the bank.
In 1953 the building became the property of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences,
established the previous year as the seat of its Presidium and its Library. Stacks were
constructed in the Hall, and for the next forty years it was closed to the public.
1999 the Academy decided to renovate the Hall as the Library’s reading room, making the
artistically valuable interior accessible to all. This project restored the building’s interior logic
and enabled the Library to deal with the data requirements of the new millennium and to offer
its services in surroundings which remind visitors of the continuity and the cohesion of the
arts and sciences, a concrete example of mutual respect between the two.
New Library offers new services, new information resources.
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