

ANNUAL REPORT (2013-2014)

NAME: FORUM for Digital Cultural Heritage
CHAIRS: Dr Claudia Fabian (BSB München), Marian Lefferts (CERL)
· SUMMARY

At the time when much of a research library’s focus is on managing fundamental changes to its position, its activities and priorities, cultural heritage collections continue to be a valuable asset of the library, proving a library’s uniqueness, distinctiveness and identity, and they present a particular challenge to be integrated into the digital environment.

 In LIBER, the care for our cultural heritage is the remit of the Forum for Digital Cultural Heritage. In this forum LIBER closely collaborates with the Consortium of European Research Libraries (CERL), which has its focus on cultural heritage in the form of hand-written and printed books and offers numerous services for the users of these collections.
The Forum focuses on making cultural heritage meaningful for today’s online research environment and for the general public. It aims to discuss topics such as digitisation of originals, structured digital descriptions, ‘born digital’ materials as the cultural heritage of tomorrow, digital cultural heritage as primary research data for cooperative research, skill development etc. Also, it serves as an exchange space for best practices and ideas, to encourage practitioners in their daily concerns, and finally to support each other in common approaches, to develop vibrant networks, and meaningful collaboration.
· ANNUAL  ACHIEVEMENTS: 

GOAL 1: Bring together an active group of participants
STATUS: Partly achieved
SUMMARY: the LinkedIn Group (on 22 May 2014 had 464 members (join us at https://www.linkedin.com/groups?viewMembers=&gid=3315506&sik=1400754295013). A small committee acted as the programming committee for the 3rd Digital Curation Workshop, and another small committee organised the Forum’s Riga workshop. There has been dissemination to former members of the SC for Heritage Collection and Preservation, and in the CERL and LIBER communities at large, and they are warmly invited to join the Forum. The Forum is aiming at a dual approach with a small flexible core group (to initiate activities, to coordinate events, and bring together relevant information), feeding into a much larger group who are informed, invited to participate in (the organization of) events, and called upon to share all manner of relevant information.
GOAL 2: Transfer the Security Network from LIBER to CERL
STATUS: Achieved
SUMMARY: The participants in the Security Network were informed of the transition, and continued to participate in the Network. CERL set up a Working Group for the Security Network, chaired by Kristian Jensen (BL). The theme for CERL’s annual seminar in October 2013 was STOP THIEF! Preventing and Investigating Theft from Collections in the Digital Age (http://www.cerl.org//intern/cerl_poster-warsaw_v11.pdf). The Security Network and the Forum maintain close relations.
GOAL 3: Transfer the Manuscripts Expert Group from LIBER to CERL
STATUS: Achieved
SUMMARY: The participants in the Manuscripts Expert Group were informed of the transition, and continued their work in the CERL Manuscripts Working Group, chaired by Jutta Weber (SBB). The Manuscript Group and the Forum maintain close relations.
GOAL 4: Deliver the 3rd Digital Curation Workshop, 18-19 May 2014 at the University Library in Vienna
STATUS: Achieved
SUMMARY: Around 90 participants heard 12 papers, including those by the key note speakers Herbert Van de Sompel and Norbert Lossau. The powerpoints prepared by the speakers will be made available here: https://liber2014.univie.ac.at/records-of-the-conference/, and we will link to those from the LIBER website). The Workshop was sponsored by Thomson Reuter and OCLC. There was much animated discussion, both in the meeting room and on-line (see Twitter #DigCur2014). Paul Ayris prepared his report of the Workshop which is published on the LIBER website (http://libereurope.eu/report-libers-3rd-digital-curation-workshop/).
GOAL 5: Liaise with the Maps Expert Group / Groupe des Cartothécaires 
STATUS: Achieved and on-going
SUMMARY: The Maps Expert Group continued as an independent organisation. Their 19th Conference of the Groupe des Cartothécaires was held 22-24 May 2014 at the National and University Library (NUK), Ljubljana, Slovenia (see http://www.nuk.uni-lj.si/nukeng4.asp?id=468285768). The general theme of the Conference was Positioning of Map Libraries in the (geo)Information Society, and aimed to present and exchange experiences of different roles and positions of Map Libraries in the rapidly evolving (geo)information society, of metadata models and data-exchange standards, of access and preservation of born digital maps, of web solutions in the field of maps, and of strategic collection management and benchmarking, thus being of interest to the themes of digital cultural heritage.
· FUTURE ACTIVITIES

· After the very successful refreshing of the LIBER website in May 2014, the Forum will work with the LIBER central office to improve the Forum’s section on the LIBER website, by including a listing of relevant reports, blogs, presentations and other publications (suggestions welcome!), listings of events, members participating in the Forum, etc. etc.
· Involve more LIBER members in the work of the Forum (a warm welcome to all!)
· Continue to liaise with Expert Groups e.g. on manuscripts, maps and security issues, organisations such as IFLA , Europeana and TEL, and projects such as DM2E, Europeana Cloud, etc. etc.
· Deliver the Forum’s Workshop at the LIBER meetings in Riga on 2 July 2014 (see http://liber2014.wp.lnb.lv/programme/wednesday-2-july-2014/digital-cultural-heritage-forum-workshop/)
· Identify a venue for the 4th Digital Curation Workshop to be held in 2016, and set up a programming committee to explore a theme for the workshop
· Nominate a LIBER representative to join the UNESCO Content Working Group for their digital Roadmap for long-term access to digital heritage (along with IFLA and many others). See more.
· Organise a Workshop on research data management at the 2015 LIBER Annual Conference in London, with particular reference to input from younger members of the library profession with an interest in research data

· INVITATION TO JOIN AND HOW TO SEND FEEDBACK TO THE FORUM
Please contact Claudia Fabian and Marian Lefferts (on marian.lefferts@cerl.org), if you want to participate in the work of the LIBER Forum for Digital Cultural Heritage. The Forum’s section on the LIBER website may be found here: http://libereurope.eu/digitalculturalheritageforum/, on LinkedIn we are here: https://www.linkedin.com/groups?viewMembers=&gid=3315506&sik=1400754295013.
· ANYOTHER BUSINESS

The Rare Books and Manuscripts Section is organising an IFLA Satellite conference in Lyon on 18 August 2014. The theme is Brave New World: Teaching and Learning Special Collections Librarianship. They will explore staff competensies, how to train staff, how to use our collections in education, and finally there will be a session on future trends.
The 6th Manuscripts Expert Group’s conference will take place at the Royal Library, Copenhagen, 9-11 October 2014. The theme is Digital and Traditional Manuscripts: Managing a Great Migration.

The CERL Annual Seminar will be held at the National Library of Norway, on 28 October 2014

The theme is The application of text encoding facilities to digital versions of European early books.
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