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Workshop:
“Heritage collections in the 

digital future”

The shift of value between
physical and digital objects





Then, little by little, a value 
shift will take place, …









• Three columns:

Bavarian State Library: internationally reknown research 
library
– Treasure house of written cultural heritage
– Multimedia information service provider for research 

and teaching
– Center of Innovation for digital information technologies 

and services

Die Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (II)



March 2011 500.000 digital copies 

450.000 done by Google

Block books (incl. other Bavarian collections): 90

VD16 (imprints of 16th century in Germany): 16.000 titles own digitization
37.000 16th century 
copies done by Google

VD18 (imprints of 18th century in Germany): started 2009
3200 titles own digitization
50.000 copies done by Google

Incunabula: December 2010: 
1.000.000th image done
overall: 7400 titles

Manucripts: December 2010: ca. 10.000

Some figures for BSB‘s  digitization



•shelving
•preservation
•Cataloguing, description
•Services: admission, reading rooms, loan 
•inter-library loan, document delivery, reproductions  
•facsimiles, microforms
•exhibitions / exhibition catalogues 

users
perception
particular purpose

collection building and development

research
publications

New      enquiryInto    collection

collection
volume
content
importance
unique
valuable objects









World Digital Library



VD18







An Example: where to find digital copies of the growing VD 18





Boris Yeltsin 
Presidential Library



Ottheinrich-Bible
(Cgm 8010)



One way of marketing 

Mobile App „Famous books - Treasures of the Bavarian State Library“



Another view on BSB‘s historical collections

Long term archiving: 

Rosetta as a routine feature

Cooperation with Leibniz
Super computing Center 

(LRZ)

Storage capacities grow 

Today: more than 
400 Terabyte

Expected annual growth: 
More than 100 Terabyte





secondary format!
= reduced to visual aspect, modified, depend on 
viewers, presentation

full direct sensitive contact

open use: no checking, no control, no limits and 
democratic

controlled use: elitist, exclusive approach

(actually) no limits

BUT: technical environment, speed of 
transmission, presentation

limited:
•temporal
•conservation / preservation
• no parallel use

free and worldwide available in webon-site use, rarely via inter-library loan, for 
expositions

digitalpredigital (original) 

Aspects of use



Year 2008 2009 2010

Loans for the general stacks 
books 1701 – 1840 11.343 9.532 6.763

Percental change 100 84,0 59,6

Loans for the general stack books 
1501 – 1700

5.830 5.159 4.453

Percental change 100 88,5 76,4

Loans for the general stacks other 
material

1.748.000 1.911.000 2.022.000

Percental change 100 109,3 115,7
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Sakramentar Heinrichs II.



Sakramentar Heinrichs II.



For comparison :
Visits to our exhibitions with cultural heritage material

•Die Fugger im Bild (2010) 4697

425 per week

•Das Nibelungenlied (2009) 4416

552 per week

•Als die Lettern laufen lernten (2009) 4937

411 per week

•Die Ottheinrich-Bibel (2008) 7339

1468 per week

•Kulturkosmos der Renaissance (2008) 7508

577 per week



Some figures for access to 
digital copies:

February to June 2009
133.445 Incunabula Pages 

January to June 2009 
3.000.000 pages of VD16-Titles 

August and September 2010  
20.000 Downloads for the App 
Treasures of the Bavarian State 
Library



so called

„Gebetbuch Kaiser 
Ludwigs des Bayern“

(Clm 6116) 

original is not useable anymore





TOC: „Frontispiz“ 
(provides a link to this image)



DFG-Viewer



Old and new challenges for librarians



Thanks for your attention!!!
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