[image: image1.jpg]Y4 p
* * Ligue des Bibliotheques Européennes de Recherche
Association of European Research Libraries

/el




October 13th 2016
LIBER ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATION STEERING COMMITTEE 

COPYRIGHT WORKING GROUP
OPEN ACCES WORKING GROUP
The Working Group on Copyright was formed by LIBER’s Steering Committee on Advocacy and Communication in 2014 to promote awareness of the need for a reformed European copyright regime that takes greater account to the library and research sector. The group consists of legal-, library- and regulatory experts representing LIBER members from across Europe. 

The Group’s first task was to respond to the European Commission’s consultation on copyright reform on behalf of the research libraries. In its consultation response, the group among others things advocates for a copyright exception for Text- and Data Mining (TDM), for assurance that copyright exceptions cannot be overridden by contract or by technical protection measures, for the legislator not to make a distinction between non-commercial and commercial use in a content mining copyright exception, that market solutions such as licensing is inadequate to solve the problem of TDM access.

Along with TDM, the WG has made cross-border access to copyright protected works and copyright exceptions for libraries its main priorities in legislative reform. 

The Working group holds regular Skype conferences and meet at least twice annually. The advocacy work also includes meeting with officials of the European Commission and with members of the European Parliament (MEP’s). 

The WG operates from a Strategy plan that implements LIBER’s overall advocacy strategy.

The main focus for LIBER’s advocacy activities during 2016 has been the European Commission’s initiative for European copyright reform. The Commission made public it's proposals in the form of a Digital Single Market Copyright directive in September 2016.

The directive contains copyright exceptions for TDM, preservation purposes and illustration in the form of copyright protected works in teaching situations. It also includes a licensing solution for Out-of-commerce works and a 20 year protection term for copyright in news publications.

The directive proposal will now be debated in the European Parliament and eventually, with or without amendments, be approved by the European Council.

LIBER will work closely with MEP's to safeguard that directive amendments are beneficial to the research library community in the process expected to last into 2017.

For this purpose, LIBER Copyright WG has constructed a Basic Guide to European Copyright for libraries that can be distributed both to stakeholders and to the library community.

LIBER Copyright WG has worked closely with it's corresponding working groups in IFLA and EBLIDA in the process of analysis of the directive proposal and the advocacy steps forward when the proposal is to be processed in parliament.

During LIBER's annual conference in Helsinki in June 2016, the Copyright WG organised a workshop on copyright and libraries in an international perspective.
´
In the process of analysing the September 2016 directive proposals, the Copyright WG has had dialogue talks with research organisation stakeholders such as LERU and ERA.
LIBER is hosting a number of initiatives or networks to enhance the re-invention of the Library to become better suited for the Open Science paradigm in Europe and globally. The Working Group on Open Access has been put together to further advance the shift towards openness.

The working group had its first constituting meeting in Helsinki, during the Annual LIBER Conference, and so far it consists of 19 members from academic library organisations in Croatia, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, The Netherlands, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and United Kingdom.

The members of the group will concentrate their work within three different areas related to the shift to Open Access, where we can act as a complement to other initiatives with a common goal. These focus areas are: 

· Licensing & Negotiations about Open Access – The matter of the costs of subscriptions, and negotiations about publishing fees, are a shared concern for most libraries, where it is crucial to share information to be able to put pressure on publishers. A part of the working group will concentrate on documentation and sharing information about this.

· Strategies for Open Repositories – Institutional repositories are in place for all university or national libraries, but how do we use them? What can we do to increase interoperability and make sure these resources are properly used? Some of the group members will work on mapping and forming strategies to improve interoperability and usability.

· Promoting Open Access Policies – It is time to move beyond the ‘why’ of the OA paradigm, and start working on the next steps together. What kind of information and messages should we share in order to synchronise efforts and adapt mandates? One part of the group will focus on how we can further share information and material to continue to promote the shift to Open Access where we are today.

Developments and news from the Working Group will be communicated via the LIBER website: http://libereurope.eu/strategy/strategic-direction-3-shape-innovative-research/wg-open-access/. Representatives from academic libraries in countries not yet included in the group are welcome to send their application to join us.
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